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Music City Star ­
Looking Back on the Year 2008

On Sept 12 2008, the Music City Star, Middle Tennessee's "Green Machine,"
ended its second year of operation with significant increases in ridership and an
"On Time" performance that highway bound commuters can only dream about.
Middle Tennessee's first commuter rail operation, The Music City Star, serves
happy commuters from Lebanon to Nashville and intermediate points of
Martha, Mount Juliet, Hermitage, and Donelson. It is the first commuter rail
operation in Tennessee and only the second in the southeastern states. It is the
first commuter rail operation in the US to operate on a short line railroad, the
Nashville and Eastern.

For the second year, the Music City Star carried 30.25 percent more riders than
the first year. August 2008, with its skyrocketing fuel prices, saw ridership
increase 40 percent over the previous August. Shortly into its third year of
operations, the "Star" carried 1012 passengers, a new record, on the 22nd of
September followed by another record 1649 riders on the 27th of October.

How would you like to arrive at work consistently within five minutes of
schedule and do the same when going home. Well the Music City Star did that
98.42 percent of the time in its second year. So far, in its third year, the star is
averaging 98.9 percent on time. If you drive, how good is your "On Time"
performance?

In the opening paragraph the "Star" was referred to as the "Green Machine".
Did you know the "Star" uses only a fraction of the fuel needed to move each
rider to destination compared to driving their cars? Just think about what that
does to help us use less energy and pump less pollution into the air. We all want
to see us use less energy and improve the environment. Using the "Star" helps.

As the "Star" starts it third year, we can anticipate additional growth and
performance for its riders. The addition of more trains and track capacity
improvements will allow the "Star" to even better serve more riders and the
people of Middle Tennessee. "All Aboard!"

Gordon Smith, TARP President

In April ofthis year, a sinkhole developed at Memphis Central Station from a
collapsed culvert and forced Amtrak to reroute the City of New Orleans around the
city, incurring delays and racking up thousands of dollars in additional operating
costs. The Memphis City government sat on their hands refusing to offer
assistance, until members ofTARP sprung into action. Bill Strong, a TARP Board
members and a NARP regional director, led the fight from start to finish and
solicited help from other board members who wrote letters to the Memphis
Commercial Appeal. Finally, the city government committed funds and the
problem was finally corrected in October. Although TARP is a small organization,
we have the dedication and the ability to make a difference!

More Tennesseans
Riding Amtrak

The largest year in Amtrak history
also brought results in Tennessee, a
state with very limited Amtrak
servIce.

In Fiscal Year 2008, the number of

people boarding/alighting Amtrak
services in Memphis and Newbern,
Tennessee was 58,302 - an 11%
increase over Fiscal Year 2007.

This increase is all the more

remarkable considering that service
to Memphis Central Station was
interrupted by a sinkhole that

forced Amtrak to reroute the City
of New Orleans train around the

city until repairs were made.

Amtrak's annual report also shows
a sharp increase in the number of
goods purchased from Tennessee
suppliers compared to the previous
year.

Source: Amtrak's Annual Report
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Landmark Legislation Promises Meaningful Changes for Amtrak

Earlier this fall, Congress passed the Rail Safety Improvement Act, H.R. 2095, which included the Passenger Rail
Investment and Improvement Act, all of which was signed into law by President Bush.

Here is a quick overview of the various components of the legislation:

Safety

First and foremost, this legislation goes the extra mile to mandate and oversee the development of safer passenger and
freight railroading in this country. The most important component here is the increased usage of Positive Train
Control- a proven technology that helps prevent train collisions due to missed signals, speed violations, and other
human errors. This development will benefit Amtrak services and commuter rail services across the country.

Planning and Expansion

This legislation also mandates the study of discontinued Amtrak routes, namely the North Coast Hiawatha service
from Chicago and Minneapolis to Portland and Seattle via the more populated areas of North Dakota and Montana.
(This route was discontinued in 1979.) It also requires Amtrak to submit a plan to restore the New Orleans to Florida
section ofthe Sunset Limited no later than July 2009.

Access and Punctuality Issues

H.R. 2095 places the Surface Transportation Board in a more authoritative position to insure on-time delivery of
Amtrak services on freight-owned railroads. It specifically mentions an 80% threshold. It also mandates a workable
operating plan for Amtrak and the various commuter rail services in the Northeast Corridor.

Service Improvements

The plan also provides guidelines for Amtrak to partner with states, municipalities, and its own riders to improve
services with a goal of increased ridership on individual routes.

How This Could Benefit Tennesseans

The bulk of these measures do not include services in Tennessee, and that is partly because our elected leaders for
years have been behind the curve on passenger rail. However, we may still see some benefits long term.

As rail services across the country expand and improve, it's plausible that Tennesseans will rise to the occasion and
fight to get a fair share for the Volunteer State.

Maybe, just maybe, we can get a foothold for restoring intercity rail service back into Nashville. Or, maybe we can get
an additional round trip from Memphis to Chicago.

One can only hope ... TN

Effective November 26th, recognized transportation professional Joseph Boardman assumed the role of President and CEO
of Amtrak following the resignation of Alex Kummant. Boardman brings a wealth of expertise, particularly his service as
Chairman of the Federal Railroad Administration. He worked with Amtrak for years prior while serving as commissioner
of transportation for the New York State Department of Transportation. He is dedicated to Amtrak's role as a national rail
passenger system: "In my view, a national intercity, interconnected passenger rail service is critically important for the
mobility and energy independence of the United States."
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Amtrak Idea for Tennessee
A Revolutionary Thruway Bus Service from Chattanooga to Atlanta

Late in the 90's decade, Amtrak coordinated with Greyhound to develop a new series of Thruway Bus services to
connect several offline cities with Amtrak rail services. One of those connections was a Nashville and Chattanooga
bus connecting with Amtrak's Crescent in Atlanta; however, the word "connection" was really a misnomer.

Passengers detraining from the southbound Crescent would have to wait in the Atlanta station for about two hours,
then board a bus that would drop off at the Atlanta bus station for a 45-minute layover before boarding the correct
bus to Chattanooga and Nashville. This was hardly an incentive when you consider that somebody driving a
personal automobile would arrive in Chattanooga while the bus passengers would still be in Atlanta. Needless to
say, this service didn't last and we can't say that we miss it.

Here's another idea: concentrate on Chattanooga not only as a potential Amtrak destination but also as a popular
point of origin for potential rail passengers. Chattanooga has a thriving and growing downtown, and the entire
region is about to grow exponentially with the new Volkswagen assembly plant. What better reasons for making
Amtrak services in Atlanta more accessible to Chattanooga and Chattanooga more accessible to people who ride the
train?

There are two independent shuttle services that connect Chattanooga with the Atlanta-Hartsfield International
Airport. Perhaps one of these companies would be willing to dedicate a morning schedule to pick up at the Amtrak
station and an evening schedule to drop off at the Amtrak station.

To make the idea even better, perhaps the same company would be willing to use Chattanooga Chao-Chao Holiday
Inn as an operating terminal for the Amtrak shuttle. This would give inbound passengers direct access to
Chattanooga's free local bus service that serves all of the most popular downtown attractions, including the
Tennessee Aquarium and the Tivoli Theater. This location would also give outbound passengers plenty of
convenient parking because of the adjacent parking garage.

Service to and from this location would also give Chattanooga Choo-Choo Holiday Inn an opportunity to develop
Amtrak vacation packages, thus opening a entirely new avenue for bringing rail travelers to see a famous rail
attraction.

Unfortunately, neither Amtrak nor the State of Tennessee has any type of subsidy available for such a service. It
would require an up-front investment from the shuttle operator and Amtrak's willingness to promote the service
through its website and in its publications. It would also help if an organization such as TARP would spend some
time and resources promoting the service at the grassroots level.

Maybe this is an idea for us to formally pursue in 2009. What could it hurt to try?
TN

A Day in the Life of TARP

TARP members monitor issues and developments in passenger rail day in and day out. On the national level, two of
our members serve on the board of directors for the NARP - the National Association of Railroad Passengers­
where they interact with key officials in Washington and within Amtrak's corporate organization. At the state level,
our current President - Mr. Gordon Smith - works in operations for the Music City Star help to provide a valuable
and growing rail service for Nashville and fast-growing Wilson County. Locally, the TARP Secretary - Jarod
Pearson - keeps our website up-to-date, puts together our seasonal newsletter, and answers e-mails almost weekly
from Tennesseans interested in rail travel. We are a small organization, but we are growing and we are making a
difference for passenger rail in Tennessee!




