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TENNESSEE  ASSOCIATION
F RAILROAD PASSENGERS

TARP Meeting on April 2nd, 2011

Tennessee Association of Railroad Passengers will
meet on Saturday, April 2nd, 11:00 a.m. at the
Tennessee Central Railway Museum in Nashville.

The purpose of this meeting is to elect new officers, set
our budget, and finalize our plans for the next several
months. The meeting will also include presentations on
the Music City Star and other important updates.

Tennessee Central Railway Museum is located at 200
Willow Street, Nashville, TN 37210. From downtown
Nashville at Broadway, turn right onto First Avenue
South. (You will see the Music City Star Riverfront
Station immediately to you left.)

As you cross Franklin Street, 1st Avenue becomes
Hermitage Avenue. After crossing under the 1-24/1-40
exchange, you will turn right onto Willow Street. The
road makes a sharp right turn, and then you will see
TCRM on your right. We will meet upstairs in the board
room.

If you have questions or ideas, please call Jarod at
931-962-3370.

Plans for a new Amtrak station in Birmingham will bring
rail, bus, taxis and transit under one roof with
provisions for retail and restaurants.
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New Station on Track for
Birmingham

At long last a new Amtrak station is in the works for
Birmingham, Alabama, and this is good news for
Tennesseans who travel by Amtrak.

Birmingham is generally the best place for Middle
Tennesseans to catch the train. Unlike Atlanta,
Birmingham has on-site parking and a nearby parking
garage. Unlike Anniston, Birmingham is staffed with a
ticket and baggage office.

Convenience aside, Birmingham's existing station
leaves plenty to be desired. The station is located in a
declining area of town, unlike the revitalized
neighborhood that surrounds the Memphis station. Bus
and transit connections at Birmingham scarcely exist,
whereas Memphis and Atlanta both have direct access
to city transportation systems. And, of course, the
Birmingham station is aesthetically challenged, at best.

Fortunately, an attractive new transportation center is
in the works for downtown Birmingham. The mayor
hired a design team to put together plans for a much-
improved facility that will bring Amtrak, Greyhound, and
local transit services together under one roof with
provisions for a multi-deck parking garage, retail and
restaurant space, a taxi stand and airport shuttle.

This new transportation center will anchor the
surrounding neighborhood and encourage economic
revitalization.

Tennesseans who catch Amtrak out of Birmingham will
appreciate the improved parking at the station, the
improved station facility, and the on-site retail and
restaurant spaces.

By sharing the facility with Greyhound, Tennesseans
can leave the driving to someone else when connecting
to and from the Crescent.

We will watch this new development carefully, and
hope the project comes to fruition soon!







