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Ridership Up on the Music City Star

Third train car added to make extra room for people.

NASHVILLE - On Monday, January 25,2010, the

Regional Transportation Authority (RT A) added a third

train car to the Music City Star to assist with increasing

ridership. The car has been placed on the train that

departs Lebanon at 6:40 a.m. en route to Nashville and

the train that leaves Nashville at 5:05 p.m.

"More people are choosing public transportation for

their way to get around," RTA Chief Executive Officer

Paul J. Ballard said. "We are confident this ridership
trend will continue as more people realize the many
wonderful benefits that transit offers to them and the

environment. "

In the last month, ridership has increased 25.6 percent

from 676 to 849 passenger trips per day. Since

February 2009, ridership has grown 33.7 percent.

"Ridership has been on a steady increase," said Sheila

Varga, a daily rider and president of the Regional
Commuters Association. "As someone who has ridden

the Star since the beginning, it is exciting to see more
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TOOT Initiating Intermodal Connection

Intermodal Transportation will make a giant leap

forward in Tennessee when Anchor Trailways starts an

all-new bus service from Nashville to Memphis.

With help from a 2.5 million dollar state transportation

grant, Anchor Trailways will connect towns in West

Tennessee, including Parish, McKenzie, Martin, and

Union City, with multiple locations in both Memphis and
Nashville.

In Memphis, the service will tie in Amtrak and MATA

services at Central Station, the Greyhound bus station,
and Memphis International Airport. At Nashville, the

bus will connect the Music City Star's Donelson station,

the Greyhound bus station, the downtown land port,

and Nashville International Airport.

Although the service is a step in the right direction for

Tennessee, there will be some limitations. The
connection with Amtrak services to and from New

Orleans are dangerously short (only 10-minutes!) while

the northern connections are very long (over 5 hours!)

It would also help if the service could connect the

Amtrak station in Newbern, which it presently does not.

For more information, go to www.anchortrailwavs.com.

Amtrak Ridership Up Dramatically

Amtrak posted record breaking ridership in the first half

of fiscal year 2010. TARP is glad to report that the City

of New Orleans, the only train that serves Tennessee,

posted one of the largest ridership gains in the entire

system.
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TARP is Still Growing!

Coming Soon: Revamped Amtrak Routes
System-wide, Amtrak carried 13,619,770 passengers
from October 2009 until March 2010. This was over

and above the extraordinary numbers from the

previous record that ended in March 2008.




